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1. Overview of Cultural Matching Fund



• Established in 2013 with an initial tranche of $200m to provide dollar for
dollar (1:1) matching for private cash donations to arts and heritage
charities and Institutes of Public Character (IPC).

• First application window was in May 2014.

• Primary objective when the CMF was set up was to encourage cultural 
philanthropy and thereby develop a sustainable arts and culture 
ecosystem in Singapore.
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Overview of Cultural Matching Fund

Key Milestones of CMF

2013
• Establishment 

of CMF with 
$200m 

injection 

2014
• 2 applications:

-May 2014
-Sep 2014

2015
• 2 applications:

-Mar 2015
-Sep 2015

2016
• 2 applications:

-Mar 2016
-Sep 2016

2017
• CMF top-up of $150m 

from MOF
• Review of CMF scheme

• 1 application:
-Mar 2017

2018
• 1 application:

-Apr 2018

2019
• 1 application:

- Apr 2019

2020
• 1 application:

- Apr 2020



2. CMF Application Process



• 1 cycle per year
• Application opens from 1 April onwards
• All applications to be submitted to CMF by 31 May
• Application are divided into two parts:

– Part 1: First $300,000
– Part 2: Above first $300,000
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CMF Application Process

2020 Application Process and Timeline

202420232022202120202018 2019

1 April 2018

Eligible donations period Funds usage period

31 March 2024
2020 Application:

1 April to 31 May 2020

Projected 
assessment 

period



3. Updates to CMF Application Form & 
Annexes 
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Changes to Application Form – Declaration by CPA

Before 

After

Require CPA’s 
certification

Management’s 
responsibility to 
ensure accuracy 
of information

To be 
declared by 

management
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Annex - Summary Sheet (new) 1. Applicant to key information 
here and these fields will be 
populated across all Annexes

2. Applicant to key in project 
title and overall amount 

planned for matching

3. Total amounts will be 
automatically populated based on 

amount keyed in respective annexes

4. This should be a zero balance. Applicant to 
check for discrepancy if error message appears.
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Changes to Annex A (Breakdown of Qualifying Cash 
Donations Applied for Cultural Matching Fund)

Before 

After

New fields with drop 
down options

(e.g. if the donor is an 
individual, they will be 
categorised as either 
Singaporeans, PR or 
Foreigner, if known)

Donor’s address has 
been removed
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Changes to Annex B (For the first $300K)

Before 

After

(2) Applicant to 
indicate the amount 

used per category

(1) Applicant no longer 
required to indicate 

annual budget
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Changes to Annex C (Above the first $300K)

Before 

• Annex C is currently separated into two parts – Part 1: project details in Word, 
and Part 2: project’s budget sheet in Excel

• Applicant is required to submit one word document and one budget sheet for 
each project

After

• Annex C Part 1 & Part 2 has been combined into one excel document

• Applicant to select the project name located at the top of the document which 
was keyed in the summary sheet
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Changes to Annex C (Above the first $300K)

Before 

After

(1) Applicant no longer required 
to indicate annual budget

(2) Programme Costs have been 
consolidated into one line item
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Summary of Changes

Application form
• Shift responsibility for donations declarations from CPA to the Charity
• Annexes A, B and C have been consolidated into a single Excel file

Annexes
• Summary sheet to provide overview of total amount of donations raised and total 

proposed uses
• Applicant only required to key in information into cells highlighted in blue, the 

other cells are locked and formulas have been included to ensure accuracy of 
amounts entered by applicant

• Excel file should be completed in the following order: 
1. Summary sheet 
2. Annex A
3. Annex B
4. Annex C
5. Check against Summary Sheet
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Summary of Changes
Annex A (list of cash donations)
• New application fields have been added
• Donor profile (individual donor categorised as Singaporean/PR/foreigner; 

corporate/foundation donors categorised as local/overseas) – this is not a mandatory 
field, as the applicant may not be aware of the profile

• Whether TDR has been issued 

Annex B (proposed use for amount in the first $300K)
• Streamline categories into the broad areas – Salaries, Other Overhead Operating Costs, 

Programme Costs, Capital Expenditure (examples of uses, such as marketing costs or 
purchase of assets, are indicated in the form, and this has to be elaborated by the 
applicant in the Details column)

• Applicant is not required to indicate their annual budget per category

Annex C (proposed use for amount above the first $300K)
• Annex C Part 1 & 2 are now combined into one document
• Applicant is still required to complete 1 copy of Annex C per project
• Applicant is not required to indicate their annual budgets per category
• Line item justification (e.g. administrative costs, rental of office/studio) is retained, 

except for the Programme Costs category – all programme related costs are now 
consolidated into one line item, applicant can elaborate the uses in the Details column


