
Dear Readers,

Singapore celebrates 56 years of independence on 9 August 2021. The 2020 World Values 
Survey by IPS indicated that 92.4% of Singaporeans feel either very proud or quite proud 
to be a Singaporean, while  IPSOS’s 2020 poll on “Singaporeans on National Values and 
Identity” suggests that our diverse food culture comes a close second to our identification 
with being a multiracial and multireligious society. This is not surprising – Singapore’s 
development has been premised on an open economy plugged into regional and 
international networks, with this openness to different cultures very much part of the 
Singapore experience and psyche. Renewing our commitment to a multiracial, 
multireligious and multicultural society, this issue spotlights the importance of the arts, 
culture and heritage in building new connections across communities and generations, 
regardless of circumstances. 

Happy National Day!

From all of us at Culture Academy Singapore
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Our Singaporean Values, Attitudes towards Institutions, Politics, 
and Policies and Lived Experiences in Singapore: Key Findings 
from the World Values Survey is a three-part series presenting 
the findings from the 2020 installment of the World Values 
Survey. 

In Our Singaporean Values, the researchers identified four 
salient clusters of respondents – Conservative Democrats, 
Secular Liberals, Conservative Autocrats, and Middle 
Grounders. From there, they extrapolated that the key 
values Singaporeans hold falls within two main categories: 
first, democracy and the economy, and second, social values. 
While there is high consensus on the importance of 
democracy and the economy, there is a wider spectrum of 
views on social values. Overall, the findings suggest that the 
population steers closer to centrist views on social values. 

In Attitudes towards Institutions, Politics, and Policies, the study 
found that most Singaporeans have confidence in 
institutions, especially local ones. However, there are 
generational differences in the levels of trust, with older 
respondents expressing higher confidence due to their 
experience with consistent policies that delivered real 
socio-economic benefits for their generation, contrasted 
against the experiences of younger respondents who grew 
up in an already highly industrialised and economically 
developed state.

In Lived Experiences in Singapore: Key Findings from the World 
Values Survey, the broad concept of well-being is explored. 
This covers themes such as happiness, satisfaction, health, 
finances, safety, participation in civil society, political 
experiences, and national identity. One of the findings 
highlighted that 92.4% of Singaporeans feel either very 
proud or quite proud to be a Singaporean. This suggests that 
nation-building efforts have been successful in generating 
positive feelings among citizens. 
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World Values Survey - 
Singaporean Values, Attitudes and 

Lived Experiences

Survey

Being Singaporean: 
Multiracial and Multireligious 

On the 7th September 2020, IPSOS released their findings from an online survey of 
1000 Singaporeans and Permanent Residents, aged 18 years old and older. Among the 
respondents, the attribute “multiracial and multireligious” ranked highest as a marker 
of their Singaporean identity, with our food culture as a close second. 

IPSOS poll on Singaporeans 
on National Values and Identity

View the full infographic

Sharing cultural experiences lead us to a more plural 
and compassionate society

A Shared Culture

I N T E R V I E W S

Finding Common Ground
Mr Gene Tan
Assistant Chief Executive of National Library Board; 
former Executive Director of the Singapore Bicentennial Office

Culture Bytes interviewed Gene Tan, Assistant Chief 
Executive of National Library Board on bringing people 
together through the arts, culture and heritage.

“I hope our national identity is not so much 
forged through the homogenisation of 

what was formerly different but an 
understanding of our differences and 
respecting how sometimes they are 

parallel lines that might never meet.”

Read the interview transcript

Bridging Different Perspectives
Dr Eugene Tan
Director of National Gallery Singapore and Singapore Art Museum

Culture Bytes asked Eugene Tan, Director of National Gallery 
Singapore and Singapore Art Museum about visual art in 
Singapore and how it encourages a pluralistic outlook.

“A willingness to appreciate the visual arts 
signals an openness to encounter 

perspectives different from our own, and 
through it we might approach ideas, views 

or opinions beyond our own lived 
experiences.”

Read the interview transcript

Connecting with our Youths
Ms Pooja Nansi 
Festival Director of Singapore Writers’ Festival

Culture Bytes interviewed Pooja Nansi on engaging youths in 
a social media mediated world.

“We can engage young people in the literary 
arts as well as other areas by simply 

listening to them and validating their 
passions and choices.”

Read the interview transcript

Alleviating Loneliness through the Arts
Dr Andy Hau Yan Ho 
Principal Investigator of Project Artisan

Culture Bytes interviewed Dr Andy Hau Yan Ho, Principal 
Investigator of Project Artisan on how the arts could alleviate 
loneliness by building connections across generations.

“To bring two generations together under 
the skylight of cultural and heritage spaces, 

providing them with a carefully crafted 
intervention for creating real human 

connections through their personal stories 
told through expressive arts, could be a real 

gamechanger in alleviating loneliness 
in our society.”

Read the interview transcript

Crystallising Singapore’s Sounds
Mr Clarence Chan
Founder of Bandwagon Media 

Culture Bytes spoke to Mr Clarence Chan, Founder of 
Bandwagon Media and co-initiator of Hear65, on music as an 
emotional bond for Singaporeans.

“We may be a young nation, but we do have 
an evolving sonic identity. We may not 

realise it, but it is and will be a facet of what 
bonds us to our homeland.”

Read the interview transcript
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Introducing Sustainability, Culture and Heritage to Preschool Children Through 
Contemporary Art examines one of Singapore Art Museum’s (SAM) signature 
programmes, Think! Contemporary Preschool Programme. It explores using 
contemporary artworks as the stimulus to engage young minds; three key ingredients 
for engaging children are identified – they are, ‘Play’, ‘Explore’ and ‘Develop’. The 
paper suggests that ‘Play’ ignites children’s curiosity to ‘explore’ the world around 
them, and through the artworks they create, they ‘develop’ their own ideas of home, 
community, identity and Singapore.

The paper also examines the challenges of COVID-19 and how SAM adopted a 
blended approach for its programme.

Report

Hello Future: 
Connecting People and Nature

Kwa Chong Guan, Peter Borschberg, Derek Heng, 
and Tan Tai Yong.  

Seven Hundred Years: A History 
of Singapore 
Seven Hundred Years: A History of Singapore is a compelling and 
accessible window to the Longue Duree of Singapore history.  
Published in 2019 as part of the commemoration of the Singapore 
Bicentennial, this account brings together the research and 
expertise of Singapore’s four leading historians – Kwa Chong Guan, 
Peter Borschberg, Derek Heng and Tan Tai Yong.

The book takes the reader through the latest discoveries in 
Singapore history.  Each chapter explores one century of 
Singapore’s history. Drawing connections across space and time, 
the narrative spans from the 14th Century Singapura Kingdom, 
16th Century Shahbandaria, 19th century colonial Singapore till 
the present. 

One of the themes that the book illustrates is Singapore’s openness 
and connectivity, which was always part of the fabric of Singapore’s 
society. Drawing from the latest archaeological discoveries, it 
reflects the flow of people, as well as, tangible and intangible 
culture such as skills, crafts and art. The images of these artefacts 
are generously illustrated in the book to complement the 700-year 
story of Singapore. 

R E V I E W

See the full survey

Listen to this now

#SGFASHIONNOW is ACM’s first display of contemporary Singapore fashion, exploring designs and 
approaches that reflect on today's local fashion and Asian heritage. The exhibition is also the product of a 
new developmental platform in partnership with LASALLE College of the Arts’ School of Fashion and the 
Textile and Fashion Federation (TaFF). ACM hopes to encourage new ways of thinking about Singapore 
fashion today in the larger context of Asian fashion. Against the backdrop of the ACM collection and 
through student mentorship by ACM and LASALLE staff, #SGFASHIONNOW features works by eight 
designers, including Andrew Gn, Goh Lai Chan, Priscilla Shunmugam, and Carol Chen – winner of TaFF’s 
2020 edition of Singapore Stories, an annual fashion design competition for emerging, locally based 
designers.

An e-publication has been produced by LASALLE, consisting of exhibition content, video interviews with 
the designers, and related writings by the LASALLE and ACM project mentorship team. It serves as a 
companion resource and a permanent digital record for this project.

The exhibition is located at the Contemporary Gallery in the Asian Civilisations Museum from 
25 Jun 2021 to 19 Dec 2021 

See the full survey
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The Culture Academy presents a 4-part series 
focused on sharing insights and learnings to 
help guide the next generation of arts and 
culture administrators and practitioners. In this 
third series, we focus on cultural identity 
Culture academy speaks to five arts and culture 
practitioners across genres and generations to 
find out how they negotiate, challenge, or 
deepen their understanding of Singapore’s 
cultural identity through their craft. 

DIGITAL TRAINING AIDS
EPISODE 3

Cultural Identity

Musical theatre is a form of theatre that combines song, dance and 
dialogue in a performance to tell a story. Musicals derive their 
power from words set to music, but the words of another group of 
people, the arts journalists and theatre critics, also give musicals 
the wings to soar in the public imagination. Singapore’s theatre 
scene became more vibrant in the 1980s, and buoyed by this 
popularity, original Singapore musicals took off at the same time. 

Dive into the conversation between National Library Board’s 
literary arts librarian, Michell Heng, and former theatre critic 
Clarissa Oon in this podcast. 

Theatre-makers and cultural organisations in Singapore are 
creating innovative and safe spaces to empower children and 
young people. Dr Caleb Lee documents and analyses the outcomes 
of Esplanade’s March On! —a new festival for children aged 7–12. 
Exploring contemporary issues through participatory arts 
experiences for children, it also brought practitioners and 
educators together to discuss the challenges facing theatre for 
young audiences.

PODCAST

Radio DDC: Musical �eatre - 
Exploring Singapore’s Musical 
History

E V E N T S  &  H A P P E N I N G S

Watch this now

ARTICLE

Centring Children’s Voices – 
Empowering �eatre’s Young 
Audiences

Hear65 is a national movement which celebrates and promotes all 
forms of Singaporean music. An initiative by the National Arts 
Council and produced by independent music media company 
Bandwagon, Hear65 raises the profile of Singaporean musicians 
through partnerships with events, companies, and advocates 
throughout the year, as well as a microsite which serves as a 
one-stop digital destination for the discovery of Singaporean music.

MUSIC

Hear65 

ASIAN CIVILISATIONS MUSEUM

#SGFASHIONNOW

Watch this now

Visit the website now

Huzir Sulaiman Low Mei Yoke

Lee Xin Li

Clarissa Ong

Eric Watson

KTM Iqbal

Find out more
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Kwok Kian Chow  

Channels and Con�uences: 
A History of Singapore Art  
Kwok Kian Chow’s Channels and Confluences: A History of Singapore 
Art is the first fully illustrated survey of Singapore art.  The book 
brings together Kwok’s articles and conference papers on 
Singapore art published between 1991 and 1995, as well as his 
discussion on artworks with the Singapore Art Museum. 

Published in 1996, it ambitiously draws together the birth of art 
institutions, art movements, and artists, to piece together a 
chronology of art in Singapore. Illustrations of prominent art pieces 
are depicted alongside Kwok’s analysis, which paint a rich picture 
of the nexus of connections across the flow of technique, ideas, 
objects, and styles. 

This account also pieces together the convergence of people 
brought together by art, culture and history, which gave rise to 
unique aesthetics, such as the Nanyang Style of Painting. 

Kwok Kian Chow  

Director’s Choice: 
Asian Civilisations Museum  
The objects presented in Director’s Choice: Asian Civilisations 
Museum, the latest in the popular Scala Arts & Heritage Publishers 
series (and the first from a museum in Asia), tell stories of the trade 
and the exchange of ideas that were the result of international 
commerce, as well as the flow of religions and faith through Asia. 
Director Kennie Ting has chosen his personal favourites from the 
collection, collaborating with ACM curators to provide readers 
with insightful descriptions of these masterpieces as well as a 
broad introduction to the museum.
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Commissioned by National Heritage Board

Singapore is more than just a single island; in fact, it is a combination of more than 60 
islands. Singapore’s southern islands in particular, formally comprising Kusu, Lazarus, 
Seringat, St. John’s, Sentosa, Tekukor and the two Sisters’ Islands, have always had an 
integral connection to the main island. In 1819, Sir Stamford Raffles first anchored at 
St John’s Island just prior to the founding of Singapore. Later, the same island was used 
as a quarantine station for cholera (among other infectious diseases) patients and 
served as a penal settlement and drug resettlement centre before being turned into the 
research and leisure island it is today.

In Mapping the Southern Islands’ heritage landscapes: integrating culture and nature in 
heritage conservation, Dr.Hamzah Muzaini et al, document the many historical 
connections of Singapore’s southern islands’ heritage for both Singapore and the wider 
region. Through re-imagining the history of Singapore from the perspective of the 
southern islands, the researchers examine the islands’ tangible and intangible cultural 
and natural features and the importance of their preservation for contemporary 
Singaporean identity building.  

Their findings paint the context to understanding the evolution of the islands over time 
as well as the experiences of the former southern islanders and their communities. 
They documented many interviews from former residents of the Southern Islanders, 
who continue to meet up annually for more than forty years. These oral accounts 
record the living conditions and communities on the islands, and how those 
relationships continue into the present. 

Find out more

Read this report

Study

Heritage Connections: 
Southern Islands and Islanders

Arts and culture play a key role in sustaining Singapore’s ethnic communities. This is one 
of the many findings uncovered through the National Heritage Board’s grant project 
Archipelago Communities and Singapore heritage/identity: adaptation, acculturation and 
assimilation by Koh Keng We et al. 

The role of the arts in invigorating ethnic identities is documented in various places. For 
instance, they assessed that the performance arts are vital to preserving the heritage of 
the Baweanese and Bugis. Intangible culture also plays a vital role in the intersection of 
culture and food, which attract youths to learn about their own culture, as was the 
experience of many local Javanese youths. Records of physical cultural artefacts are also 
crucial for the continuation of social memory and cultural meanings. For example, the 
documentation of traditional dwellings like the Orang Laut’s floating village and the 
Baweanese’s pondok, is crucial to paint the details of heritage and communal life.

Today, arts and cultural forms continue to be supported by prominent cultural 
institutions such as Gunong Sayang Association, the Peranakan Association of 
Singapore, Peranakan Indian Association Singapore, Persatuan Bawean Singapura, 
Arab Association of Singapore, Arab network of Singapore, Lembaga Biasiswa Kenangan 
Maulud, and Persatuan Melayu Bugis Singapura, which spearheads the promotion of 
cultural forms and objects, while promoting social interaction and important 
conversations on culture among today’s youths. 

Click on the boxes below to visit Singapore Infopedia for more information about 
Singapore’s ethnic communities:

The role of arts and culture in sustaining communities. 

The Impact of the Arts and Dementia, their family caregivers and social attitudes

Study

Arts and Culture: 
Connecting Identities

JAVANESE 

ARAB

BUGIS

ORANG LAUT
PERANAKAN 

‘STRAITS CHINESE’

BAWEANESE

Non-pharmacological arts-based programmes have 
the potential to focus on personhood, social inclusion 
and wellbeing of both the persons with dementia and 
their family caregivers. This report by the Alzheimer’s 
Disease Association is an evidence-based evaluation 
of their Arts & Dementia programme, demonstrating 
the pivotal role of arts and culture activities on 
persons with dementia, their family caregivers and 
positive shifts in societal attitudes towards dementia. 

Study

Communities of Wellness: 
Arts and Culture 

View the infographic

Michell Heng

Read this article

Read this report

The historical connections between mainland Singapore 
and its Southern islands. 

Heritage Research Grant Project and Team

Team

MAPPING THE SOUTHERN ISLANDS’ HERITAGE LANDSCAPE: INTEGRATING 
CULTURE AND NATURE IN HERITAGE CONSERVATION

Hamzah Muzaini (Principal Investigator), Creighton Connolly, Sonia Lam, Rita Padawangi, and 
Desmond Hok-Man Sham

Heritage Research Grant Project and Team

Team

ARCHIPELAGO COMMUNITIES AND SINGAPORE HERITAGE/IDENTITY – 
ADAPTATION, ACCULTURATION, AND ASSIMILATION

Koh Keng We (Principal Investigator), Jan van der Putten, Mohamed Effendy bin Abdul Hamid, 
Sai Siew Min, and Tom Hoogervost
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